






Aesthetics of Nature in contemporary context
Abstract
Aesthetic of nature is in this paper presented in the context of its revival in contemporary 
philosophy. Nature as the object of aesthetic experience and valorisation is mainly a ques-
tion of traditional aesthetics, so its revival is here presented as the problem of redefinition of 
aesthetics in contemporary terms. The analysis encompasses examples from contemporary 
aesthetics, philosophy and art, and it is focused on revealing the key features of new aes-
thetic understanding of nature. These key features are in conclusion seen as indications of 



















objects	 in	 aesthetic	 respect,	 he	does	 imply	 that	 the	object	which	would	be	
one	step	closer	to	the	ideas	than	an	artistic	one	would	not	be	subject	of	his	






to’s	 Republic”,	 in:	Alison	 E.	 Denham	 (ed.),	
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object,	one	could	also	consider	natural	objects,	given	that	they	are	not	products	
of	 artistic	mimesis	 and	 that	 they,	 according	 to	 the	 “IV”	book	of	Republic,	
metaphysically	belong	to	the	same	domain	as	the	previously	mentioned	bed.2	














































































Such	a	shift	 in	 the	 treatment	of	nature,	however,	also	signifies	 some	 inter-
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of	 Nature	 as	 Nature”,	The Aesthetic Appre-
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Monuments”,	 in:	 Kristine	 Stiles,	 Peter	 Selz	
(eds.),	Theories and Documents of Contem-
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New Nature: Aesthetics and Science
During	 the	20th	century	philosophy	as	 such	 forged	 itself	mostly	 through	a	
dialogue	with	contemporary	science	and	in	view	of	its	impact	on	human	so-










































proclaiming	aesthetic	 experience	as	 the	very	 foundation	on	which	one	can	
develop	a	coherent	theory	that	would	embrace	both	theory	of	arts	and	theory	
















equally	 includes	 production	 and	 reception	 of	 art,	 as	well	 as	 its	 objectified	
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In	 other	 words,	 the	 experience	 of	 nature	 is,	 although	 primarily	 orientated	











two	 theoretical	 advantages.	Firstly,	 it	 cannot	be	 reduced	 to	 the	one-on-one	
model	of	experience,	to	the	subject/subject	model	(even	if	mediated	through	
some	 artificial	 object);	 it,	 therefore,	 demands	 rethinking	 of	 both	 tradition-
al	 subject/object	 and	more	 contemporary,	 communicational	 subject/subject	




of	aesthetic	experience	–	 such	a	 sense	 that	would	 reveal	possible	aesthetic	
‘content’	 in	 every	 kind	 of	 human	 experience,	 even	 in	 the	 ordinary	 human	
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“…	[by	moving	 toward]	 its	association	and	continuity	with	other	 regions	of	experience,	and	
toward	identifying	the	aesthetic	as	a	critical	dimension	of	the	value	that	binds	together	the	many	
domains	of	the	human	world.”23





position,	 it	 lost	 its	metaphysically	guaranteed	 stature,	 it	 lost	 its	 role	of	 the	
prominent	aesthetic	phenomenon	and,	most	importantly,	it	lost	the	very	im-
mediacy	of	its	givenness.	In	the	contemporary	context,	nature	is	something	
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estetika prirode u suvremenom kontekstu
Sažetak
U ovom radu estetika prirode predstavlja se u kontekstu njena oživljavanja u suvremenoj filo-
zofiji. Priroda kao objekt estetskog iskustva i vrednovanja uglavnom je pitanje tradicionalne 
estetike i stoga je njeno oživljavanje u radu prikazano kao problem redefiniranja estetike u su-
vremenim terminima. Analiza se sastoji od primjera iz suvremene estetike, filozofije i umjetnosti, 
i usmjerena na otkrivanje ključnih svojstava novog estetičkog razumijevanja prirode. Ta ključna 
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Una Popović
Ästhetik der Natur im zeitgenössischen Kontext
Zusammenfassung
In dieser Arbeit wird die Ästhetik der Natur im Kontext ihrer Wiederbelebung in der zeitgenös-
sischen Philosophie präsentiert. Die Natur als Objekt ästhetischer Erfahrung und Bewertung 
ist hauptsächlich eine Frage der traditionellen Ästhetik, daher wird ihre Wiederbelebung in 
dieser Arbeit als ein Problem der Neudefinierung der Ästhetik in zeitgenössischen Termini dar-
gestellt. Die Analyse besteht aus Beispielen aus der zeitgenössischen Ästhetik, Philosophie und 
Kunst und zielt darauf ab, Schlüsselmerkmale eines neuen ästhetischen Naturverständnisses zu 
entdecken. Diese Schlüsselmerkmale werden in der Schlussfolgerung als Indikationen zu der 




L’esthétique de la nature au sein du contexte contemporain
Résume
Dans cet article, l’esthétique de la nature est présentée dans le contexte de sa résurgence au 
sein de la philosophie contemporaine. La question de la nature, en tant qu’objet d’expérience 
esthétique et de valorisation, relève principalement d’une question qui appartient à la l’esthé-
tique traditionnelle. Pour cette raison, sa résurgence est présentée dans ce travail comme un 
problème pour redéfinir l’esthétique en termes contemporains. L’analyse comprend des exem-
ples issus de l’esthétique contemporaine, de la philosophie et de l’art, et se concentre sur la 
découverte des propriétés clés pour une nouvelle compréhension esthétique de la nature. En 
conclusion, ces propriétés clés sont considérées comme des indications pour les futures pers-
pectives qui se rapportent au développement de la philosophie esthétique.
Mots-clés
esthétique	de	la	nature,	nature,	expérience	esthétique,	art,	œuvre	d’art,	philosophie	contemporaine
